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FOREWORD

There is a charm about the word “ Nursery " that appeals to young
and old alike, for the nursery is home to the young, and it brings back
forgotten memories of home to the old, and much of the fascination "of that
charm is due to the Nursery Rhymes. These delightful ditties, by the very
simplicity of their words and tunes, exercise a remarkable influence over
‘ those who are very young,” and in many cases, that influence retains
its perfume, however faint, long after nursery days are over. The origin of
- nursery rhymes is unknown, but probably they came from the nursery itself.
Perhaps a mother or a nurse, to pacify a child, would improvise a tune to fit
the rhyme, and the rhymes themselves may well have been inspired by the
toys of the nursery, for these playthings generally represent some animal or
other.

One thing is certain that the time-honoured practice of singing nursery
rhymes is one of the few fashions that never change; indeed, it is no
exaggeration to say, that the rhymes are now immortal. But there is
one thing that has long been lacking, the presentation of a familiar
collection of them in a form that is at once attractive, convenient, and
durable. This presentation is now provided by the News Chronicle book of
Nursery Rhymes, which not only contains the traditional airs of the pieces
with specially arranged pianofbrte accompaniments, but picturesque titles

and amusing and fascinating illustrations as well.

It is a great pleasure to me to write these few words of sincere
appreciation of this most artistic publication which so ably continues the
popular series of Song and Music Books published by the News Chronicle,
and it deserves an enthusiastic reception, especially among those who are
striving to forward the cause of music. In these days when so much is done
to instil music into the receptive minds of the young, when even special
orchestral concerts are given for children, this book should be invaluable
from both the educational and entertainment points of view.

J. A. FORSYTH.
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

The compilation of this book of NURSERY RHYMES has been
assiduously carried out by the News Chronicle, in conjunction with Messrs.
Novello & Co., Ltd., and it is believed that no copyright items have been
admitted without' license. If, however, any inadvertent infringement has
been made, the Publishers offer their apologies and undertake to make any

necessary rectifications in subsequent editions.

In most cases the words and tunes of the Nursery Rhymes contained
in this book are traditional, but new pianoforte accompaniments have been
set to them. All rights subsisting in these accompanimeuts and in the
drawings” which illustrate the pieces, are owned exclusively by the News

Chronicle.

The Publishers are indebted to Messrs. Novello & Co., Ltd., for their
permission to include the items * Nineteen Birds” and * Three Children
Sliding,” taken from * National Nursery Rhymes,” by J. W. Elliott.
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2. Call up your men, diddle diddle,

Set $hem to work!

Some to the cart.

Some to cut corn !

Some to the plough, diddle diddle,

3. Some to make hay, diddle diddle,
While you and I, diddle diddle,

Keep ourselves warm.
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2. Now add two, and you will see
You have made up twenty-three.

~ If you like these clever tricks,
Add three more for twenty-six.

8. Then three more, if you have time,
Now you've got to twenty-nine.
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4. Those three little kittens
They found their mittens,
And joyfully did cry.

Miaw, etc.

2. Those three little kittens
They lost their mittens,
And they began to cry.

Miaw, etc.

5. “What! found your mittens ?
You darling kittens !
Now you shall have some pie.”
Miaw, etc.

3. «“ What! lost your mittens !
You naughty kittens !
Then you shall have no pie.”
Miaw, etc.
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Ding, dong, bell! Puss-y’s in the well.
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2. Little Bo-Peep fell fast asleep,
And dreamed she heard them bleating ;
But when she awoke she found it a joke,
For they were all a-fleeting.

3. Then up she took her little crook,
Determined for to find them ;
She found them indeed, but it made her heart bleed,
For they’'d left their tails behind them.
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. Cock-a-doodle-doo !
What is my dame to do ?

Till master finds his fiddle-stick
She’ll dance without her shoe.

. Cock-a-doodle-doo!

My dame has found her shoe.
My master’s found his fiddle-stick.

Cock-a-doodle-doo !
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Whither would you wan -der?  Up-stairs and down-stairs,And in my la-dy’s cham-ber.
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2.. The Queen then made a bag pudding,
And stuffed it full of plums,
And in it put great lumps of fat
'As big a8 my two thumbs.

3. The King and Queen sat down to eat,
And all the court beside ;
And what they couldn’t eat that night
The Queen next morning: fried.
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In moderate time
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9. If all the world were sand-o,
Oh then, what should we lack-o!
If, as they say, there were no clay,
How could we take tobacco ?

If all our vessels ran-a,

If none had but a crack, A
If Spanish apes ate all the grapes,
What should we do for sack ?
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1. Poor Jen - ny is a - weep-ing, a - weep- ing, a - weep- ing, Poor
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y 2. O tell me why you're weeping, you're Weeping, you're weeping, N o

7 O tell me why you're weeping ,.})
N On a fine summer’s day. 8
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3. I'm weeping for a sweetheart, a sweetheart, a sweetheart.

4. Why then! get up and choose one, and choose one, and choose one.
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SLIDING
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By permission of Novello & Company, Limited

. Now had these children been at home,
Or sliding on dry land,
Ten thousand pounds to one penny
They had not all been drowned.

. You parents all that children have,
And you, too, that have none,
If you would have thew safe abroad,
Pray keep them safe at home.
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1. Here we come ga-ther-ing
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nuts and may, All

2. Whom will you have for nuts and may ?

8. We'll have Alice for nuts and may.

4. Whom will you send to fetch her away ?

5. We'll send Annie to fetch her away.
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9 0, Mister Rat, will you go with me ?
Heigh-o, said Rowley.
Pretty Miss Mousey for to see ;
With a rowley-powley, etc.

3. They soon arrived at Mousey’s Hall,
And gave a loud knock, and gave a loud call ;

4. But while they there were merry-making,
A cat and her kittens came bounding in.

5. The cat she seized the rat by the crown, ‘
The kittens they pulled the little mouse down.

6. This put the frog in a terrible fright ;
He took up his hat, and wished them good-night

-1

. As froggy was crossing over a brook,
A lily-white duck came and gobbled him up
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I, said the fly,
With my little eye,
I saw him die.
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2. Who saw him die ? —’\/ o
~

8. Who'll toll the bell ?
I, said the bull,
Because I can pull,

T'll toll the bell.

4. Who'll dig his grave ? _ 1 [
I, said the owl, i ,
With my little trowel, “ -

I'll dig his grave.
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5. Who'll be the parson ?
I, said the rook,
With my bell and book,
I'll be the parson.

6. Who'll be chief mourner ? \ ‘ 4
I, said the dove,

I'll mourn for my love,
I’ll be chief mourner.
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2. When the blazing sun is gone,
When he nothing shines upon,
Then you show your little light,
Twinkle, twinkle, all the night.

8. Then the traveller in the dark
Thanks you for your tiny spark ;
He could not see where to go,
If you did not twinkle so.




WHERE, %56 ﬁoﬁﬁ
?hy PRETLY MAH}D 9

In moderate time

7 "H' A S —
T/ = - N gl T i P-4 7
_ 1.Where are you go - ing to,
9-4 — ‘i j‘; il o - - ‘% N
f A2 A

'\ £

g # 0 1) 1‘ I

ety t foaeplpegten D
" 4 T vV

e ——— ; .
R — s e e g3

LY . 4 |4 i N r Y Y N s
my pret-ty maid?  Where are you go -ing to, my pret-ty maid? I'm

p——— —

-

-
.




i

e — N : p—
e e — - = —
v go - ing a - milk - ing, Sir, she  said, Sir, she said,
o4 )
e [ = [ "3 ]l & 1
: — = —— % =1
] e . . P : P
~— —_
¥ t A A P Il \ D.S.
" ! 1) K B InY g 1 1N 1 +
: - r — bl ——
Sir, she said, Pm go - ing a - milk - ing,
= 5 f ] r/‘——T
o 1 j - ) 7 E— ——
= ——
o
e B 2
e — )
B - 21 1
\____/

2. May I go with you, my pretty maid ?
Yes, if you please, kind Sir, she said.

3. What is your father, my pretty maid ?
My father’s a farmer, Sir, she said. :

4. What is your fortune, my pretty maid ?
My face is my fortune, Sir, she said.

5. Then I can’t marry you, my pretty maid.
Nobody asked you, Sir, she said.
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I spent a pen- ny of it, I lost a pen-ny of it
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‘And I took four - pence home to my
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2. T love fourpence, pretty little fourpence,
I love fourpence bétter than my life ;
I spent a penny of it, I lent a penny of it,
And T took twopence home to my wife.

. I love twopence, pretty little twopence,

I love twopence better than my life;

I spent a penny of it, I lent a penny of it,
And I took nothing home to my wife.

4. Oh, my nothing, pretty little nothing,
What will nothing buy me for my wife ?
I have nothing, I spend nothing,

I love nothing better than my wife.
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. How shall we build it up again ?

Build it up with silver and gold.

Bilver and gold will be stolen away.

Build it up with iron and steel.

Iron and steel will bend and bow.
. Build it up with wood and clay.

. Wood and clay will wash away.
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2. By there came a pedlar, his name was Stout,
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Fol lol, etc.

He cut her petticoats up to her knees,
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““Goodness ! Mercy on me! This is none of I!”
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